
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

                             November 13, 2020 
  

Roundtable: Sustainability with Ross Rowbury 
 

The Japan Times Cube Co., Ltd. (representative director: Minako Suematsu) launched 
Roundtable by The Japan Times, a series of talk events that will be broadcast in 
Japan. 
 
The English-language events will invite readers of The Japan Times to be guest 
speakers. Ross Rowbury (former representative of Edelman Japan), who has a deep 
knowledge of Japan and boasts a wide network both here and abroad, will sit down in 
the role of host with Japanese and non-Japanese to discuss their lives in Japan. Held 
once a month, the format of the roundtable will include time for panel discussions with 
the participation of the audience  
 
For our special speaker, Rowbury will invite Minako Iue from Sailor of the Sea Japan, 
which supports ocean conservation through raising awareness and proposing 
recommendations to the Japanese government. 
 
<Overview> 
Date and time: Wednesday, Nov. 25, 2020  
                          10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.: Talk session 

                          *Nov.24, 2020   17:30-18:30(Pacific Standard Time) 

Location:  Livestreaming 

Registration at: https://peatix.com/event/1709943 
 
Livestreaming participants: You will receive an URL after registration.  
                           
The contents of Roundtable by The Japan Times will be published as an archive at a 
later date and will be introduced in the main paper of The Japan Times and the website  
of Sustainable Japan by the Japan Times. 
 
Minako Iue 

Chair and CEO, Sailors for the Sea Japan.  

Minako Iue established Sailors for the Sea Japan as an affiliate of the 

ocean conservation NGO Sailors for the Sea, founded by David 

Rockefeller Jr., chairman of the company that controls the Rockefeller 

family’s investments.  Her goal is to improve the ocean environment 

and sustainability through advocacy activities. She runs programs 

such as Blue Seafood Guide to raise awareness for sustainable 

seafood and Clean Regattas to promote environmental protection 

through marine sports. Minako is a doctoral candidate in 

environmental studies and lecturer at Kyoto University and a senior 



 
 

 
researcher of Keio Research Institute at SFC.  She is an official columnist for Forbes 

Japan and 25ans online. 

  

Ross Rowbury  
Ross Rowbury has observed Japan while living and working 
here for four decades. Commencing his career in finance in 
Tokyo in the early 1980s, he later moved into public 
relations and communications, holding senior positions at 
Gavin Anderson & Co. (now Kreab) and PRAP Japan. Most 
recently, he headed the Edelman business in Japan for 10 
years until July 2020.  Ross is studying to become a 
kataribe (traditional storyteller) of Japanese legends while 
doing freelance consulting for a number of firms on their 
Japan business strategy. He is also visiting professor of 
Asian marketing at Doshisha University in Kyoto. 
 
 

◾︎The Japan Times 

Established in 1897, The Japan Times is Japan's largest and oldest English-language 
daily newspaper, providing English-language news on Japan and the world. The Japan 
Times is “Japan’s Window to the World,” covering politics, economics, culture, society 
and sports to keep the world informed about Japan and its current situation. As the 
largest English-language news site in Japan, we offer a variety of unique content. 
Website: www.japantimes.co.jp/ 
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